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Ms. Christine Ashaolu was hosted by National Silicates, Canada, a PQ Company in August 2015. 
 
Ms. Ashaolu is Chief Regulatory Officer at the National Agency for Food and Drug 
Administration and Control (NAFDAC) in Abuja, Nigeria. 
 
Nigeria has the largest population and is the largest economy in Africa. It has a lot of industry - 
chemical, oil and gas, food and beverage, and building chemicals/materials). 
 
Nigeria imports many goods, and this requires a system of permits and controls. The agency 
where Christine works, the NAFDAC (National agency for Food and Drug Administration and 
Control), is in charge of food, drug, packaged water, cosmetics, medical devices, and chemicals. 
National Silicates is committed to Responsible Care and Health, Safety, and the Environment 
(HSE). Christine was able to visit eight other companies and agencies, including the Ontario 
Ministry of Environment, in the Toronto area. She noticed immediately that safety has 
preference in all company meetings and activities. Risk analysis, incident reporting, emergency 
response plans, and chemical management were clear priorities. She saw safe practice in 
chemical storage, disposal, and handling. 
 
In July of 2017, she attended the IUPAC Committee on Chemistry and Industry Safety Training 
Program Workshop and gave a presentation of some of her activities in Nigeria since she 
returned. Ms. Ashaolu has shared her training with her leadership and colleagues and has 
conducted a lot of public outreach. Media and brochures have been created for the public. 
Working with the chemical industry is more challenging, but she is committed to reach out to 
them. She has monthly training for colleagues. She has spoken at compulsory development 
programs on entrepreneurship in chemistry, the National Center Disease Control (NCDC) and 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons workshops. She is able to make the topic 
relevant to each audience. Each time, she generates contacts that ask questions. Speaking to 
the NCDC resulted in the creation of a chemical events group. 
 
Ms. Ashaolu has appeared on television in Nigeria and has increased awareness of chemical 
safety and she reaches a large audience. Christine received an award and a promotion for this 
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achievement. For industry, she now has improved knowledge of Safety Data Sheets, risk 
analysis, documentation and reporting, as well as staff welfare. 
 
Looking to the future, Christine is encouraging more use of Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) and on-spot detecting devices (funding is an issue), documentation, and outreach to 
secondary schools. The big multinational companies have good programs internally, but no 
funds to help locally in Nigeria. One of the biggest safety issues is the disposal of expired 
chemicals. Something that is endemic across much of Africa and other lesser-developed 
economies. 
 
Many users do not understand safety data sheets, what they contain, or how they are used. 
Christine has focused more on awareness to drive change, especially with her television 
interviews and radio broadcasts. She does get many calls and questions from users that want to 
do a better job of chemical safety. She does talk with Professor Jonathan Babalola (2013 STP 
Fellow at the University of Ibadan), who focuses more on academia outreach. Christine 
estimates 5 million people have been reached by her television outreach! Christine continues to 
seek new information and expertise. Recently she has been on an environmental course in 
Spain and aspires to get a PhD. 
 
She is a woman who is very dedicated to improving the safe use of chemistry based products in 
Nigeria. Her STP Fellowship has been a steppingstone to help her meet her goals. 
 


