
On 6th March 1869, Dmitri Mendeleev presented the first periodic table to the Russian Chemical Society. In his presentation, “The 
Dependence between the Properties of the Atomic Weights of the Elements”, he categorized chemical elements according to atomic 
weight and valency. He stated the Periodic law, as “when elements are ordered according to their atomic weights, certain properties of 
elements repeat periodically”. 

Dmitry Ivanovich Mendeleyev 
Born: February 8, 1834 (Tobolsk, Siberia) 

Died (February 2, 1907) St. Petersburg, Russia 

He investigated the expansion of liquids 
and defined critical temperature of gases 

. 

Mendeleev helped in the formation of the first oil refinery 
in Russia and was also the first to suggest the idea of 

using pipelines for transportation of fuel in 1863 

Mendeleev discovered Pyrocollodion, a 
smokeless powder in 1892 as a replacement for 

gunpowder for use in the Russian Navy 

His renowned work Osnovy khimii 
(The Principles of Chemistry, 1868–
71) was published in two volumes 

Mendelevium, a synthetic element with the symbol Md (formerly Mv) and 
atomic number 101, is a metallic radioactive transuranic element in the 
actinide series. It is the first element that currently cannot be produced in 
macroscopic quantities through neutron bombardment of lighter elements 

A large lunar impact crater Mendeleev, 
that is located on the far side of the 
Moon, bears the name of the scientist. 

Soviet Union 1969 
stamp honoring Dmitri 
Mendeleev 

Mendeleev correctly predicted the existence, 
and properties, of yet undiscovered elements 

Mendeleev studied metrology, the scientific study of 
measurements. He developed a precise theory of 
weights; designed an excellent balance arm and 
arresting device; and proposed exact methods of 
weighing. Mendeleev is given credit for the 
introduction of the metric system in Russia. The D.I. 
Mendeleev All-Russian Institute for Metrology 
(VNIIM), one of the largest world centers of scientific 
and practical metrology, is named to honor him. 

Over a single weekend in 1869, Dmitri 
Mendeleev invents the Periodic Table 

Monument to the 
periodic table 

In front of the Faculty of 
Chemical and Food 
Technology of the Slovak 
University of Technology 
in Bratislava, Slovakia to 
honor Mendeleev 

Mendeleev's manuscript of the periodic table, 1869, Science Museum Group Collection 
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